Jews have always been a community drawn together by virtue of Torah. No matter where you
may be, we welcome you to the Ziegler community through Today's Torah e-mail.

To view this email online, please visit
https://www.aju.edu/ziegler-school-rabbinic-studies/our-torah.

Rosh Hashanah
September 18 (Sundown) - September 20 (Evening) 2020
1-2 Tishrei 5781

By: Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, DHL,
Abner and Roslyn Goldstine Dean's Chair
Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
American Jewish University

"We Can Learn from Our Trials"

+RZ (LIH IHDFKHV XV = H UHDG ERRNV DQG DWIHQG (HFIXUHV DQG ZH IKLQN ZH DUH UHDG\ IRU ZKDil (LIH EULQJV
$UPHG ZLIK RXU (HDUQLQJ ZH YHQIXUH LQIR IKH ZRUG RQIN IR GLYFRYHU IKDIl IKH IRUPXIDV RI IKH EUDLQ GR QRI KHIS
ELQG IKH ZRXQGV RI IKH KHDUI

7KH IWVIHILPH , ZHQIIR FRXQVHI VRPHRQH ZKR ZDV G\LQJ D UDEEL ZLIK PDQ\ \HDW RI H[SHUHQFH DV D
FKDSIDLQ DFFRPSDQIHG PH = lIK IKH DWRJDQFH RI \RXIK , EHILHYHG KDl QRIKIQJ JRRG FRXIG HYHU FRPH IIRP
SDIQ ,PDJLQH P\ KRURU ZKHQ 5DEEL . UDXVH DVNHG IKH SDILHQW 3 = KDIi KDV \RXU FDQFHU IDXJKIl \RX""" $QG
LPDJLQH P\ VXUSUVH ZKHQ IKH SDILHQI DQVZHUHG ZLIK IKH PDQ\ YDIXDEIH (HVVRQV IKDIl KH KDG GHULYHG IURP KLV
LQHVV UHQHZHG (RYH RI (LIH EHINHU SURUILHV GHHSHU IRYH IRU KLV IDPUN\ 7KLV PDQ NQHZ H[DFi\ ZKDil 5DEEL
-UDXVH ZDV DGGUHVVIQJ DQG KH ZDV DE[H IR VKDUH IKH SUHFLRXV LQVLIKIV KDl KH KDG JDLQHG DIl VXFK D KLIK
SULFH
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= KHQ, ZDV IRXUIHHQ , IRR ZDV GIDJQRVHG ZLIK IHUPLQD) FDQFHU +DYLQJ HQGXUHG D WHUULEIH SDLQ VR
HPEDWDVVLQJ WKDIl , KIG L INRP P\ IDPUN\ IRUZR \HDWV , FRXIG QRIiDNH i DQ\PRUH 2QFH , UHYHDIHG P\
VXIHULQJ IR P\ SDUHQIV IKH\ UXVKHG PH IR D GRFIRU , ZDV SRNHG DQG SURGGHG EN\ FRXQIHVV H[SHUIV HDFK
INLQJ R GHFLGH RQ D SURGXFILYH UHVSRQVH 7KDQN *RG RQH FIHYHU GHUPDIRIRILVI QRILFHG VRPH EXPSV RQ P\
DUP DQG FRQQHFIHG WKDIi IR P\ LQIHUQDI DIOLFILRQ = WKLQ IZR ZHHNV , ZDV XQGHUJRIQJ FKHPR DQG UDGLDILRQ
IKHUDS\ IKDW (DVIHG IRU VHYHUD) PRQIKV

(YHQ IKRXJK WKH DVVHVVPHQW IKDI P\ FDQFHU ZDV fHUPLQD) DQG LQRSHUDEIH #XUQHG RXIIR EH DQ H[DJJHUDILRQ
IIKH SDLQ DQG IHDU ZHUH QRIl , ZRXIG JIDGI\ QHYHU KDYH VXIHUHG IIKDif DQIXLVK %X, NQRZ WKDIl , FRXIG QRIl EH
IIKH UDEEL FRXQVHIRU KXVEDQG IDIKHU RU ILHQG , DP WIRGD\ ZHUH L QRI IRV WKH 0HVVRQV , (HDUQHG IKHQ 7KH HUXIK
LV HDFK RI XV IDFHV FKDIHQJHV DQG HQGXUHV SDLQ = RXU RZQ DQG WKDW Rl RXU IRYHG RQHV = DI GLIIHUHQIl SRLQIV
LQ RXU ILYRV

$V FUHDIXUHV ZKR DUH PRUID) L LV QRIFRXWV IR FKRRVH ZKHIKHU RU QRIF ZH VXIIHU +RZHYHU ZH GR KDYH IKH
SRZHUIR FKRRVH KRZ ZH UHVSRQG IR RXU VXIIHULQJ WLV LQ WKLV (LIKW IKDII , ZRXIG (INH IR WKLQN DERXW

IKH Akedah IKDIl VKRFNLQJ VIRU\ RI IKH ULD0 Rl $SEUDKDP DQG IIKH ELQGLQJ RI ,VDDF  (DFK \HDU ZKHQ ZH UHDG
KLV VIRU\ LQ IKH PLGGIH RI RXU KRILHVI VHDVRQ LI PDNHV XV SURIRXQGI\ XQFRPIRUIDEIH 3DUI Rl RXU VIUXJJIH QR
GRXEW LV IKDIl ZH REIHFIIR D *RG ZKR GHPDQGV WKH VDFULILFH Rl ZKDIl ZH IRYH PRVI

= H KDIH IIKDIil $EUDKDP LV FDIHG IR GHPRQVIUDIH IDUWKIXIQHVV E\ RIIHULQJ XS KLV EHIRYHG VRQ $FFRUGLQJ IR
IUDGLILRQ $EUDKDP LV D VIDQG LQ IRU HDFK RI XV 36RXQG D UDP{V KRUQ EHIRUH OH VR IIKDIl , UHPHPEHU LQ \RXU
EHKDII IKH ELQGLQJ RI ,VDDF DQG FRXQI LI IR \RX DV IKRXJK \RX KDG ERXQG \RXUVHIYHV EHIRUH OH =~ =H DI
SHUFHLYH RXU RZQ SDLQ LQ $SEUDKDP{V VIHQI DQIXLVK -XVIl INH $SEUDKDP ZH IRR PXVIl FRQFHGH IIKDIi 0LIH SXIV
XV RQ WD) = H FDQQRIFKRRVH ZKHIKHU ZH ZLW VXIIHU RU QR EXI ZH FDQ GHFLGH ZKDI IR GR ZLIK RXU VXIIHULQJ

SEUDKDP KDV QR H[HPSILRQ IIRP VXIIHIQJ LQGHHG KLV ULJKIHRXVQHVV PDNHV KLP PRUH DZDUH RI KLV RZQ
SDIQ $V IKH midrash QRIHV 3*RG IHVIV IKH IDUK RI IKH ULJKIHRXV LQ IKDI *RG UHYHDOV IR IKHP RQI\ Dil D (DIHU
ILPH IKH XOILPDIH PHDQLQJ RI WKH 1ULDOV IR ZKLFK IKH\ DUH VXEIHFIHG ~ ZINH IKH UHVI RI XV LQ IKH PLGVI

RI VXIIHULQJ $EUDKDP FDQQRI GLVFHUQ SXUSRVH RU SDIHUQ 2QI\ SDIQ

$QG LQ KLV H[SHUHQFH RI SDLQ $EUDKDP LV QR GLIHUHQI IKDQ DQ\ RIKHU KXPDQ EHIQJ ,QGHHG DFFRUGLQJ IR
IKH Zohar WKH JUHDI ZRUN RI IKH Kabbalah IR 0LYH LV IR 0RVH R EH LV IR VXIIHU DQG IR JUHYH 35DEEL 6KLPRQ
VDLG ZH KDYH (HDUQHG WKDI IKH H[SUHVVIRQ 1$QG LI FDPH IR SDVV LQ IKH GD\V RIf GHQRIHV VRUWRZ ZKUH IKH
H[SUHVVIRQ §$QG Li FDPH IR SDVV{ HYHQ ZUIKRXH LQ IKH GD\V RI{ LV VIl IQIHG ZUIK VRWRZ *

Tinged with sorrow. , FDQQRI IKLQN RI D EHIlIHU GHVFULSILRQ RI ZKDW Ll IHHOV (INH IR EH DILYH = H -HZV NQRZ KDV
IKH GRPLQDQN 10DYRU RI (LIH LV ELIHWZHHI HYHQ LQ RXU PRPHQIV Rl JUHDIHVII IR\ ZH UHFDI) RXU IRVVHV $QG HYHQ
GXULQJI RXU JUHDIHVIF JUHI ZH GUDZ FRQVRIDILRQ IURP (RYH DQG KRSH %HLQJ IULHG GRHV QR KDYH IR GHVIUR\ XV
,QUIHUHVILQJO\ WKH ELEILFD) ZRUG IRU IHVIF nissayon GHYHIRSV LQIR IKH PRGHUQ +HEUHZ ZRUG IRU H[SHUHQFH RU
H[SHUPHQI =H DIRQH FDQ IUDQVIRUP RXU IHVIV LQIR RSSRUIXQUILHV IRV QHZ XQGHUMIDQGLQJIV DQG GHHSHU
FRQQHFILRQV = LIK IKH ULJKII DIliLiIXGH RXU DOV FDQ WDQVIRUP XV 7KH SKWRVRSKHU )UHGUFK 1LHITVFKH VDLG

3 = KDIl GRHV QRIINW PH PDNHV PH VIURQJHU ", IKLQN $EUDKDP ZRXIG KDYH VDLG 2 = KD GRHV QRI N PH FDQ
PDNH PH PRUH FRPSDVVLRQDIH

= K\ LV $EUDKDP IIHVIHG™ = H DUH QHYHU IIRIG 2QH SRVVLELLN LV IKDIl VXIIHULQJ ZDV D QHFHVVDU\ = LI UHJUHINDEH
= VSXUIR FDUQJ 7KURXJIKRXI KLV (LIH $EUDKDP KDG NQRZQ RQI\ VXFFHVV D EHDXILIX) DQG GHYRIHG ZLIH JUHDII
ZHDIIK SURPLQHQFH DQG LQILPDF\ ZLUIK IKH &UHDIRU RI fKH XQLYHUVH = LIK DX IKDIl ERXQIN KRZ FRXIG KH
HPSDIKL]H ZUIK RIKHW** +RZ FRXIG KH QRIl [HH) VXSHULRU IR RIKHU SHRSIH ZUIK IKHLU IDLIXUHV DQG WKHLW VRWRZV**

6XIIHULQJ IHDFKHV SEUDKDP ZKDI VXFFHVV FRXIG QR 7KH Zohar QRIHV IKLV ZKHQ I DVNV 3 = K\ LV L ZUIHQ
IKDI *RG IHVIHG $EUDKDP DQG QRIl ,VDDF"" I KDG IR EH $EUDKDP +H KDG IR EH FURZQHG ZUIK ULJRVY S$EUDKDP
ZDV QRI FRPSIHIH XQil) QRZ

3HUKDSV $EUDKDPYV IllD) DGGV D ID\HU RI GHSIK IR KLV IDUIK +RZ HDV\ W LV ZKHQ D) JRHV ZHN IR SXIl *RG LQ



%\ XQGHUJRLQJ KLV RUGHD) $EUDKDP {UDQVFHQGV IKH EDUIHULQJ IDUIK RI KLV \RXIK IRU IKH PRUH QXDQFHG
JUXVIIXIQHVV RI PDIXUH emunah $V IKH SVDIPLVI VIQJV 3<RX = KR KDYH PDGH PH XQGHUJR PDQ\ IURXEIHV DQG
PLVIRUWXQHV ZL00 UHYLYH PH DJDLQ <RX ZLi) iIXUQ DQG FRPIRU PH ~ = KUWH IDUIK GRHV QRI'H[HPSH XV IURP IUDJHG\
L GRHV SURYLGH FRPIRUI SEUDKDP (HDUQV WKDI IDUKIXIQHVV EHIZHHQ *RG DQG KXPDQUN LV FRP PUIPHQI
UHIDILRQVKLS  VIHDGIDVIQHVV

~XVIl DV IKH 7RUDK UHFRUGV QR UHDVRQ IRU SEUDKDPV D) IHZ RI XV HYHU NQRZ ZK\ ZH HQGXUH VXIIHUQJ DQG
VRUWRZ %Xl ZH GR NQRZ IKDIl KRZ ZH UHVSRQG IR VXIIHULQJ KDV IKH SRZHU IR INDQVIRUP XV $V SDEEL ORUGHFDL
.DSIDQ QRIHV 3$FFRUGLQJ IR -HZLVK IUDGLILRQD! IHDFKIQJ D SHUVRQ LV QRI IUDSSHG EXI IHVIHG 2XU YLFLVVUIXGHY
VKRXIG VHUYH DV D FKDIHQJH IR RXU IDUIK 7R GHQ\ IKH ZRUIK RI 0LIH DQG IR 1D LQIR GHVSDLU EHFDXVH IKH
SURPLVH LV VIRZ RI IX0ILOPHQN LV IR 1D IKH IHVI~ +RZ ZH FRSH ZUIK IKH ILDV RI 0LIH VSHIOV §KH GLIHUHQFH
EHIZHHQ UHQHZD) DQG UHVLIQDILRQ EHIZHHQ VSLUIXD) JURZIK DQG VSLULIXD) VIDIQDILRQ

$EUDKDPV JUHDIQHVV (IHV SUHFLVHIN LQ KLV GHIHUPLQDILRQ IR UHVSRQG IR KLV IULD0 ZIWK UHVIHQFH *RG FDOV RXii
IKH {HVI' DQG $EUDKDP DQVZHUW 3Hineni KHUH , DP

(YHQ ZUIKRXI NQRZLQJ ZKHUH KH LV JRIQJ $EUDKDP DULVHV HDUN\ SDFNV IIKH GRQNH\V KLPVHII HDJHU IR IDFH
ZKDIHYHU 0LIH PD\ EULQJ ,Q KH ZRUGV RI S5DEEL -XILDQ ORUJHQWIHUQ 37KLV LV IKH WUXH IDWK ZKLFK HQDEMHV XV
IR HQGXUH D0 IULDOV DQG VIDQG DI IHVIV. DQG SURYH RXUVHIYHV Il DQG UHDG\ IRU IKH JUHDI ZRUN IRU ZKLFK VRRQHU
RU IDIHU *RG FDWV HYHU\RQH RI XV *

$EUDKDP SDVVHV IIKH IHVIl EHFDXVH KH IDFHV IIKH FKDOHQJH SDIKHU IKDQ IIHHLQJ UDIKHU IKDQ FRZHULQJ DQG
DURZLQJ WKH VIUXJJMH IR FULSSIH KLP  $EUDKDP PRYHV IRUZDUG IR JR ZKHUHYHU LIl LV IKDIl KLV SDIK LQ 0LIH ZL(0
(HDG

$QG $EUDKDP (HDUQV KDl VXITHULQJ FDQ EH D VRXUFH RI LQVLIKI WLV LQ IKLV VSLULI KDl \KH SDPEDQ 5SDEEL
ORVHV 1DFKPDQLGHV DVVHUIV 3$0 HULDIV LQ #KH 7RUDK DUH IRU IKH JRRG RI IKH RQH ZKR LV EHLQJ WUHG “ LRI IKDI
SDLQ LV JRRG -XGDLVP GRHV QR FHIHEUDIH PLVHU\ %Xii QHUWKHU GR ZH UHIXVH iR (HDUQ IURP (LIHTV FKDIHQJHV ,Q
IIKH Talmud Yerushalmi I VD\V 3z K\ GR \RX VFRUQ VXIIHULQJ""" 7KH JUHDIl PHQ DQG ZRPHQ RI IKH 7RUDK
ZUHVIH ZLIK WKHL SDLQ DQG HPHUJH ZLVHU DQG EHIlHU ,Q WKDIl VHQVH DIRQH WKHLU ULDOV DUH 1RU WKHLU EHQHILY

S$EUDKDPV ULDI EHFRPHV D VRXUFH RI SHWRQDI JURZIK DQG VSLUIXD) GHSIK  7KH Zohar UHFRJIQL]HV D KLQI RI
IKDIF ZKHQ DIl IKH PRPHQII ,VDDF LV ERXQG IR IKH DUIDU DQG $EUDKDP UDLVHV IIKH NQLIH LQ IKH DWW DQ DQJHI RI iKH
/RUG FDIV RXI 3$EUDKDP  $EUDKDP ~ = K\ GRHV IIKH DQJH! VD\ $EUDKDP{V QDPH liZLFH™ SHEEH +\\D VD\V
IIKDW IKH DQJH0 UHSHDIV 3$EUDKDP “ IR DQLPDIH KLP ZLUIK D QHZ VSLUW DQG IR VSXU KLP IR QHZ DFILYUN\ ZLIK D QHZ
KHDUI ,QGHHG IKH Zohar FIDLPV KDl IKH DQJHIV VKRXIHG *$EUDKDP $EUDKDP “ IR VKRZ IIKDI 3IKH (DIifHU
$EUDKDP ZDV QR (INH WKH IRUPHU $SEUDKDP KH 0DIHU ZDV WKH SHUIHFIHG $EUDKDP ZKLH IIKH IRUPHU ZDV VIILY
LQFRPSOHIH

$*%RG IULHV HYHU\RQH LQ VRPH ZD\V 7KH UHDO IHVI LV IKH ZD\ ZH RIIHU RXU VDFULILFH IKH ZLILQIQHVV ZUIK ZKLFK
ZH JLYH XS ZKDI LV GHDU IKH SHUIHFH IDUIK LQ *RG ZKLFK ZH VIl SIHVHUYH DQG ZKLFK NHHSV IURP GRXEILQJ
*RG{V ZIVGRP DQG JRRGQHVV ~ 7KHVH ZRUGV Rl SDEEL ORUJHQWIHUQIV ZUIHQ DIPRVI D FHQIXU\ DJR IUDQVIDIH
JIKH JUHDI (HVVRQ RI IKH Akedah ZH GR QRI'VHHN IR VXIIHU = H GR QRI GHLI\ SDIQ %Xl ZH NQRZ KD VXIIHUQJ
DQG SDLQ DUH SDUI RI IKH IRXUQH\ ZH FDO (LiH DQG ZH NQRZ UKDl ZH FDQ HDUQ DQG JURZ HYHQ IURP DQ
HQFRXQIHU ZUK IWDJHG\ ,Q IKLV 1HZ <HDU PD\ *RG JLYH XV IKH ZIVGRP DQG IRUILIXGH IR GHULYH H[SHUHQFH
IURP RXU IHVIV VR IKDIl ZH PD\ Dl EH VIVHQIIKHQHG DQG JLYH VIVHQJIK IR HDFK RIKHU

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, DHL: 5DEEL *U %UDGIH\ 6KDYLI $UIVRQ ZZZ EUDGDUIVRQ FRP KRIGV IKH $EQHU DQG
5RVINQ *RIGVILQH *HDQ V &KDL RI'IKH =[HJIHU 6FKRR) RI SDEELQLF 6IXGLHV DQG LV 9LFH 3UHVIGHQ! Rl $PHULFDQ -HZLVK
8QLYHUVLIN LQ Z7RV $QJIHIHV +H LV D PHPEHU RI KH 3KURVRSK\ “HSDUIPHQI KH LV SDUILFXIDUEH
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