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"We Can Learn from Our Trials"

+RZ�OLIH�WHDFKHV�XV��:H�UHDG�ERRNV�DQG�DWWHQG�OHFWXUHV�DQG�ZH�WKLQN�ZH�DUH�UHDG\�IRU�ZKDW�OLIH�EULQJV�
$UPHG�ZLWK�RXU�OHDUQLQJ��ZH�YHQWXUH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�RQO\�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKH�IRUPXODV�RI�WKH�EUDLQ�GR�QRW�KHOS
ELQG�WKH�ZRXQGV�RI�WKH�KHDUW��

7KH�ILUVW�WLPH�,�ZHQW�WR�FRXQVHO�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDV�G\LQJ��D�UDEEL�ZLWK�PDQ\�\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH�DV�D
FKDSODLQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�PH��:LWK�WKH�DUURJDQFH�RI�\RXWK��,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�JRRG�FRXOG�HYHU�FRPH�IURP
SDLQ��,PDJLQH�P\�KRUURU�ZKHQ�5DEEL�.UDXVH�DVNHG�WKH�SDWLHQW��³:KDW�KDV�\RXU�FDQFHU�WDXJKW�\RX"´�$QG
LPDJLQH�P\�VXUSULVH�ZKHQ�WKH�SDWLHQW�DQVZHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�PDQ\�YDOXDEOH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�KH�KDG�GHULYHG�IURP�KLV
LOOQHVV��UHQHZHG�ORYH�RI�OLIH��EHWWHU�SULRULWLHV��GHHSHU�ORYH�IRU�KLV�IDPLO\��7KLV�PDQ�NQHZ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�5DEEL
.UDXVH�ZDV�DGGUHVVLQJ��DQG�KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VKDUH�WKH�SUHFLRXV�LQVLJKWV�WKDW�KH�KDG�JDLQHG�DW�VXFK�D�KLJK
SULFH��

https://t.e2ma.net/click/cb9bpc/sziwr0/0trl7k
https://t.e2ma.net/click/cb9bpc/sziwr0/gmsl7k
https://t.e2ma.net/click/cb9bpc/sziwr0/wetl7k


:KHQ�,�ZDV�IRXUWHHQ��,��WRR��ZDV�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�WHUPLQDO�FDQFHU��+DYLQJ�HQGXUHG�D�WHUULEOH�SDLQ��VR
HPEDUUDVVLQJ�WKDW�,�KLG�LW�IURP�P\�IDPLO\�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��,�FRXOG�QRW�WDNH�LW�DQ\PRUH��2QFH�,�UHYHDOHG�P\
VXIIHULQJ�WR�P\�SDUHQWV��WKH\�UXVKHG�PH�WR�D�GRFWRU��,�ZDV�SRNHG�DQG�SURGGHG�E\�FRXQWOHVV�H[SHUWV��HDFK
WU\LQJ�WR�GHFLGH�RQ�D�SURGXFWLYH�UHVSRQVH��7KDQN�*RG��RQH�FOHYHU�GHUPDWRORJLVW�QRWLFHG�VRPH�EXPSV�RQ�P\
DUP��DQG�FRQQHFWHG�WKDW�WR�P\�LQWHUQDO�DIIOLFWLRQ��:LWKLQ�WZR�ZHHNV��,�ZDV�XQGHUJRLQJ�FKHPR��DQG�UDGLDWLRQ
WKHUDS\�WKDW�ODVWHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�WKDW�P\�FDQFHU�ZDV�WHUPLQDO�DQG�LQRSHUDEOH�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�DQ�H[DJJHUDWLRQ�
WKH�SDLQ�DQG�IHDU�ZHUH�QRW��,�ZRXOG�JODGO\�QHYHU�KDYH�VXIIHUHG�WKDW�DQJXLVK��%XW�,�NQRZ�WKDW�,�FRXOG�QRW�EH
WKH�UDEEL��FRXQVHORU��KXVEDQG��IDWKHU��RU�IULHQG�,�DP�WRGD\�ZHUH�LW�QRW�IRU�WKH�OHVVRQV�,�OHDUQHG�WKHQ��7KH�WUXWK
LV��HDFK�RI�XV�IDFHV�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�HQGXUHV�SDLQ�²�RXU�RZQ�DQG�WKDW�RI�RXU�ORYHG�RQHV�²�DW�GLIIHUHQW�SRLQWV
LQ�RXU�OLYHV��

$V�FUHDWXUHV�ZKR�DUH�PRUWDO��LW�LV�QRW�RXUV�WR�FKRRVH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�ZH�VXIIHU��+RZHYHU��ZH�GR�KDYH�WKH
SRZHU�WR�FKRRVH�KRZ�ZH�UHVSRQG�WR�RXU�VXIIHULQJ��,W�LV�LQ�WKLV�OLJKW�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW
WKH�Akedah��WKDW�VKRFNLQJ�VWRU\�RI�WKH�WULDO�RI�$EUDKDP�DQG�WKH�ELQGLQJ�RI�,VDDF���(DFK�\HDU��ZKHQ�ZH�UHDG
WKLV�VWRU\�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�RXU�KROLHVW�VHDVRQ��LW�PDNHV�XV�SURIRXQGO\�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��3DUW�RI�RXU�VWUXJJOH��QR
GRXEW��LV�WKDW�ZH�REMHFW�WR�D�*RG�ZKR�GHPDQGV�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�ZKDW�ZH�ORYH�PRVW��

:H�KDWH�WKDW�$EUDKDP�LV�FDOOHG�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�IDLWKIXOQHVV�E\�RIIHULQJ�XS�KLV�EHORYHG�VRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR
WUDGLWLRQ��$EUDKDP�LV�D�VWDQG�LQ�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV��³6RXQG�D�UDP¶V�KRUQ�EHIRUH�0H�VR�WKDW�,�UHPHPEHU�LQ�\RXU
EHKDOI�WKH�ELQGLQJ�RI�,VDDF�DQG�FRXQW�LW�WR�\RX�DV�WKRXJK�\RX�KDG�ERXQG�\RXUVHOYHV�EHIRUH�0H�´��:H�DOO
SHUFHLYH�RXU�RZQ�SDLQ�LQ�$EUDKDP¶V�VLOHQW�DQJXLVK��-XVW�OLNH�$EUDKDP��ZH��WRR��PXVW�FRQFHGH�WKDW�OLIH�SXWV
XV�RQ�WULDO��:H�FDQQRW�FKRRVH�ZKHWKHU�ZH�ZLOO�VXIIHU�RU�QRW��EXW�ZH�FDQ�GHFLGH�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�RXU�VXIIHULQJ��

$EUDKDP�KDV�QR�H[HPSWLRQ�IURP�VXIIHULQJ��LQGHHG��KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�PDNHV�KLP�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�KLV�RZQ
SDLQ��$V�WKH�midrash�QRWHV��³*RG�WHVWV�WKH�IDLWK�RI�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�LQ�WKDW�*RG�UHYHDOV�WR�WKHP�RQO\�DW�D�ODWHU
WLPH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�WULDOV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�VXEMHFWHG�´�/LNH�WKH�UHVW�RI�XV��LQ�WKH�PLGVW
RI�VXIIHULQJ��$EUDKDP�FDQQRW�GLVFHUQ�SXUSRVH�RU�SDWWHUQ��2QO\�SDLQ��

$QG�LQ�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�RI�SDLQ��$EUDKDP�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��,QGHHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR
WKH�Zohar��WKH�JUHDW�ZRUN�RI�WKH�Kabbalah��WR�OLYH�LV�WR�ORVH��WR�EH�LV�WR�VXIIHU�DQG�WR�JULHYH��³5DEEL�6KLPRQ
VDLG��ZH�KDYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�µ$QG�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV�LQ�WKH�GD\V�RI¶�GHQRWHV�VRUURZ��ZKLOH�WKH
H[SUHVVLRQ�µ$QG�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV¶�HYHQ�ZLWKRXW�µLQ�WKH�GD\V�RI¶�LV�VWLOO�WLQJHG�ZLWK�VRUURZ�´�

Tinged with sorrow.�,�FDQQRW�WKLQN�RI�D�EHWWHU�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�WR�EH�DOLYH��:H�-HZV�NQRZ�WKDW
WKH�GRPLQDQW�IODYRU�RI�OLIH�LV�ELWWHUVZHHW��HYHQ�LQ�RXU�PRPHQWV�RI�JUHDWHVW�MR\��ZH�UHFDOO�RXU�ORVVHV��$QG�HYHQ
GXULQJ�RXU�JUHDWHVW�JULHI��ZH�GUDZ�FRQVRODWLRQ�IURP�ORYH�DQG�KRSH��%HLQJ�WULHG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WR�GHVWUR\�XV�
,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�ELEOLFDO�ZRUG�IRU�WHVW��nissayon��GHYHORSV�LQWR�WKH�PRGHUQ�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�IRU�H[SHULHQFH�RU
H[SHULPHQW��:H��DORQH��FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�RXU�WHVWV�LQWR�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�DQG�GHHSHU
FRQQHFWLRQV��:LWK�WKH�ULJKW�DWWLWXGH��RXU�WULDOV�FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�XV��7KH�SKLORVRSKHU��)ULHGULFK�1LHW]VFKH��VDLG�
³:KDW�GRHV�QRW�NLOO�PH��PDNHV�PH�VWURQJHU�´�,�WKLQN�$EUDKDP�ZRXOG�KDYH�VDLG��³:KDW�GRHV�QRW�NLOO�PH��FDQ
PDNH�PH�PRUH�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�´�

:K\�LV�$EUDKDP�WHVWHG"�:H�DUH�QHYHU�WROG��2QH�SRVVLELOLW\�LV�WKDW�VXIIHULQJ�ZDV�D�QHFHVVDU\�²�LI�UHJUHWWDEOH
²�VSXU�WR�FDULQJ��7KURXJKRXW�KLV�OLIH��$EUDKDP�KDG�NQRZQ�RQO\�VXFFHVV��D�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�GHYRWHG�ZLIH��JUHDW
ZHDOWK��SURPLQHQFH��DQG�LQWLPDF\�ZLWK�WKH�&UHDWRU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��:LWK�DOO�WKDW�ERXQW\��KRZ�FRXOG�KH
HPSDWKL]H�ZLWK�RWKHUV"�+RZ�FRXOG�KH�QRW�IHHO�VXSHULRU�WR�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDLOXUHV�DQG�WKHLU�VRUURZV"�

6XIIHULQJ�WHDFKHV�$EUDKDP�ZKDW�VXFFHVV�FRXOG�QRW��7KH�Zohar�QRWHV�WKLV�ZKHQ�LW�DVNV��³:K\�LV�LW�ZULWWHQ
WKDW�*RG�WHVWHG�$EUDKDP�DQG�QRW�,VDDF"�,W�KDG�WR�EH�$EUDKDP��+H�KDG�WR�EH�FURZQHG�ZLWK�ULJRUV��$EUDKDP
ZDV�QRW�FRPSOHWH�XQWLO�QRZ�´�

3HUKDSV�$EUDKDP¶V�WULDO�DGGV�D�OD\HU�RI�GHSWK�WR�KLV�IDLWK��+RZ�HDV\�LW�LV��ZKHQ�DOO�JRHV�ZHOO��WR�SXW�*RG�LQ

��



%\�XQGHUJRLQJ�KLV�RUGHDO��$EUDKDP�WUDQVFHQGV�WKH�EDUWHULQJ�IDLWK�RI�KLV�\RXWK�IRU�WKH�PRUH�QXDQFHG
WUXVWIXOQHVV�RI�PDWXUH�emunah��$V�WKH�SVDOPLVW�VLQJV��³<RX�:KR�KDYH�PDGH�PH�XQGHUJR�PDQ\�WURXEOHV�DQG
PLVIRUWXQHV�ZLOO�UHYLYH�PH�DJDLQ��<RX�ZLOO�WXUQ�DQG�FRPIRUW�PH�´�:KLOH�IDLWK�GRHV�QRW�H[HPSW�XV�IURP�WUDJHG\�
LW�GRHV�SURYLGH�FRPIRUW��$EUDKDP�OHDUQV�WKDW�IDLWKIXOQHVV�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�KXPDQLW\�LV�FRPPLWPHQW�
UHODWLRQVKLS��VWHDGIDVWQHVV��

-XVW�DV�WKH�7RUDK�UHFRUGV�QR�UHDVRQ�IRU�$EUDKDP¶V�WULDO��IHZ�RI�XV�HYHU�NQRZ�ZK\�ZH�HQGXUH�VXIIHULQJ�DQG
VRUURZ��%XW�ZH�GR�NQRZ�WKDW�KRZ�ZH�UHVSRQG�WR�VXIIHULQJ�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�WUDQVIRUP�XV��$V�5DEEL�0RUGHFDL
.DSODQ�QRWHV��³$FFRUGLQJ�WR�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQDO�WHDFKLQJ��D�SHUVRQ�LV�QRW�WUDSSHG�EXW�WHVWHG��2XU�YLFLVVLWXGHV
VKRXOG�VHUYH�DV�D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�RXU�IDLWK��7R�GHQ\�WKH�ZRUWK�RI�OLIH�DQG�WR�IDOO�LQWR�GHVSDLU�EHFDXVH�WKH
SURPLVH�LV�VORZ�RI�IXOILOOPHQW�LV�WR�IDLO�WKH�WHVW�´�+RZ�ZH�FRSH�ZLWK�WKH�WULDOV�RI�OLIH�VSHOOV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH
EHWZHHQ�UHQHZDO�DQG�UHVLJQDWLRQ��EHWZHHQ�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK�DQG�VSLULWXDO�VWDJQDWLRQ��

$EUDKDP¶V�JUHDWQHVV�OLHV�SUHFLVHO\�LQ�KLV�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�KLV�WULDO�ZLWK�UHVLOLHQFH��*RG�FDOOV�RXW
WKH�WHVW��DQG�$EUDKDP�DQVZHUV��³Hineni��KHUH�,�DP��

(YHQ�ZLWKRXW�NQRZLQJ�ZKHUH�KH�LV�JRLQJ��$EUDKDP�DULVHV�HDUO\��SDFNV�WKH�GRQNH\V�KLPVHOI��HDJHU�WR�IDFH
ZKDWHYHU�OLIH�PD\�EULQJ��,Q�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�5DEEL�-XOLDQ�0RUJHQVWHUQ��³7KLV�LV�WKH�WUXH�IDLWK��ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�XV
WR�HQGXUH�DOO�WULDOV�DQG�VWDQG�DOO�WHVWV��DQG�SURYH�RXUVHOYHV�ILW�DQG�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�JUHDW�ZRUN�IRU�ZKLFK��VRRQHU
RU�ODWHU��*RG�FDOOV�HYHU\RQH�RI�XV�´�

$EUDKDP�SDVVHV�WKH�WHVW�EHFDXVH�KH�IDFHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH��5DWKHU�WKDQ�IOHHLQJ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�FRZHULQJ�DQG
DOORZLQJ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�WR�FULSSOH�KLP��$EUDKDP�PRYHV�IRUZDUG��WR�JR�ZKHUHYHU�LW�LV�WKDW�KLV�SDWK�LQ�OLIH�ZLOO
OHDG��

$QG�$EUDKDP�OHDUQV�WKDW�VXIIHULQJ�FDQ�EH�D�VRXUFH�RI�LQVLJKW��,W�LV�LQ�WKLV�VSLULW�WKDW�WKH�5DPEDQ��5DEEL
0RVHV�1DFKPDQLGHV��DVVHUWV��³$OO�WULDOV�LQ�WKH�7RUDK�DUH�IRU�WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�EHLQJ�WULHG�´�1RW�WKDW
SDLQ�LV�JRRG��-XGDLVP�GRHV�QRW�FHOHEUDWH�PLVHU\��%XW�QHLWKHU�GR�ZH�UHIXVH�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�OLIH¶V�FKDOOHQJHV��,Q
WKH�Talmud Yerushalmi�LW�VD\V��³:K\�GR�\RX�VFRUQ�VXIIHULQJ"´�7KH�JUHDW�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�RI�WKH�7RUDK
ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDLQ�DQG�HPHUJH�ZLVHU�DQG�EHWWHU��,Q�WKDW�VHQVH�DORQH�WKHLU�WULDOV�DUH�IRU�WKHLU�EHQHILW��

$EUDKDP¶V�WULDO�EHFRPHV�D�VRXUFH�RI�SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�DQG�VSLULWXDO�GHSWK��7KH�Zohar�UHFRJQL]HV�D�KLQW�RI
WKDW�ZKHQ��DW�WKH�PRPHQW�,VDDF�LV�ERXQG�WR�WKH�DOWDU�DQG�$EUDKDP�UDLVHV�WKH�NQLIH�LQ�WKH�DLU��DQ�DQJHO�RI�WKH
/RUG�FDOOV�RXW��³$EUDKDP��$EUDKDP�´�:K\�GRHV�WKH�DQJHO�VD\�$EUDKDP¶V�QDPH�WZLFH"�5HEEH�+L\\D�VD\V
WKDW�WKH�DQJHO�UHSHDWV�³$EUDKDP�´�WR�DQLPDWH�KLP�ZLWK�D�QHZ�VSLULW�DQG�WR�VSXU�KLP�WR�QHZ�DFWLYLW\�ZLWK�D�QHZ
KHDUW��,QGHHG��WKH�Zohar�FODLPV�WKDW�WKH�DQJHOV�VKRXWHG�³$EUDKDP��$EUDKDP�´�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�³WKH�ODWWHU
$EUDKDP�ZDV�QRW�OLNH�WKH�IRUPHU�$EUDKDP��WKH�ODWWHU�ZDV�WKH�SHUIHFWHG�$EUDKDP�ZKLOH�WKH�IRUPHU�ZDV�VWLOO
LQFRPSOHWH�´�

³*RG�WULHV�HYHU\RQH�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V��7KH�UHDO�WHVW�LV�WKH�ZD\�ZH�RIIHU�RXU�VDFULILFH��WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�ZLWK�ZKLFK
ZH�JLYH�XS�ZKDW�LV�GHDU��WKH�SHUIHFW�IDLWK�LQ�*RG�ZKLFK�ZH�VWLOO�SUHVHUYH��DQG�ZKLFK�NHHSV�IURP�GRXEWLQJ
*RG¶V�ZLVGRP�DQG�JRRGQHVV�´�7KHVH�ZRUGV�RI�5DEEL�0RUJHQVWHUQ¶V��ZULWWHQ�DOPRVW�D�FHQWXU\�DJR��WUDQVODWH
WKH�JUHDW�OHVVRQ�RI�WKH�Akedah��ZH�GR�QRW�VHHN�WR�VXIIHU��:H�GR�QRW�GHLI\�SDLQ��%XW�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�VXIIHULQJ
DQG�SDLQ�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�MRXUQH\�ZH�FDOO�OLIH��DQG�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ��DQG�JURZ��HYHQ�IURP�DQ
HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�WUDJHG\��,Q�WKLV�1HZ�<HDU��PD\�*RG�JLYH�XV�WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�IRUWLWXGH�WR�GHULYH�H[SHULHQFH
IURP�RXU�WHVWV��VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�DOO�EH�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�JLYH�VWUHQJWK�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, DHL:�5DEEL�'U��%UDGOH\�6KDYLW�$UWVRQ��ZZZ�EUDGDUWVRQ�FRP��KROGV�WKH�$EQHU�DQG
5RVO\Q�*ROGVWLQH�'HDQ
V�&KDLU�RI�WKH�=LHJOHU�6FKRRO�RI�5DEELQLF�6WXGLHV�DQG�LV�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK
8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��+H�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�3KLORVRSK\�'HSDUWPHQW��KH�LV�SDUWLFXODUE 退〃倄䀅ꀅꀅꀀH
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