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Jews have always been a community drawn together by virtue of Torah. No matter where you may
be, we welcome you to the Ziegler community through Today's Torah e-mail.

Purim
March 10, 2020 - 14 Adar 5780

By: Rabbi Cheryl Peretz

Associate Dean

Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
American Jewish University

7RGD\ ZH FHIHEUDIH IKH KRILGD\ RI 3XULP  $ ILPH RI SULJHV QRLVHPDNHUW FRWIXPHV DQG IUHDIV 3XULP LQYLIHV
XV IR FHIHEUDIH IKH DEVXUG DQG (IDXJK DIl RXUVHIYHV  $V ZH UHDG IIKH VIRU\ IURP IIKH 3XULP OHJIDK VFURN ZH
GURZQ RXIl'IKH QDPH RI +DPDQ 1KH HYW PDQ RI 6XVKDQ ZKR VRXJIKI IR GHVIUR\ IKH -HZLVK SHRSIH = UHVVLQJ

E


https://t.e2ma.net/click/o826ac/sziwr0/c7pujk

XVIR JR  EH\RQG FRPSUHKHQVIRQ EHIZHHQ JRRG DQG HYL) DG VK{IR \DGD £ XQIL L LV LPSRVVLEMH IR NQRZ IKH
GLVILQFILRQ EHIZHHQ +DPDQ DQG ORUGHFKDL{*"

N ZRXIG EH IDU HDVLHU IR XQGHUVIDQG DQ\ RQH RI VHYHUDI Rl RXU RIIKHU KRILGD\V IR EH IIKH RQH KRILGD\ IKDIl ZRXIG
HQGXUH EH\RQG KLV ZRUG  $IIHU DI 3XULP LV FHUIDLQI\ QRINIKH KRILGD\ PRVIRI XV ZRXIG QDIXUDIN\ LGHQILI\ DV
EHLQJ IKH PRVIILPSRUIDQI RQH RU SHUKDSV IKH PRVII VIJQLILFDQI RQH  7KH UH HQDFIPHQW RI IKH H[RGXV IURP
(I\SI DQG IIKH IHNLQJ RI IKH ODVIHU B6IIRU\ RI RXU SHRSIH DVVRFLDIHG ZLK 3DVVRYHU IHHIV IDU PRUH VIIQLILFDQV
DQG IDU UHDFKLQJ = HUH LIl QRW IRU IKDW H[SHUHQFH RXU SHRSIH PLIKI QHYHU KDYH IRXQG RXU ZD\ iR Ol 6LQDL IR
UHFHLYH *RGIV 7RUDK /INHZLVH <RP _LSSXUfV SURFHVV Rl SHUWVRQDI DQG FRPPXQDI UHSHQIDQFH DQG UHIXUQ
VHHPV PRUH QDIXUDIN\ D SDUI RI KH HQGXULQJ JURZIK DQG GHYHIRSPHQW RI IKH -HZLVK VRX(I DQG RI IKH -HZLVK
SHRSIH 22U SHUKDSV RQH RI IKH PDQ\ RIKHU KRILGD\V DV ZHIl 6R ZK\ 3XUP*

7KH DQVZHU lf VHHPV IR PH ILHV LQ IKH OHJLIDK LIVHII # LQ IKH VIRU\ RI 3XULP LIVHII 20 UDIKHU ZKDI LV QRI LQ
IKH VIRU\ ,Q IKH HQILUH QDUDILYH RI IKH ERRN Rl (VIKHU RQH FKDUDFIHU VHHPV IR EH DEVHQI  7KH NLQJ VLIQV
+DPDQIV SIDQ DV DQ HGLFIl IKH -HZV DUH IR EH NLHG ORUGHFKDL HIV (VIKHU KD IKH -HZV QHHG KHU
LQIHUYHQILRQ ,QUILDIN KHVLIDQI IR GR VR (VIKHU JRHV IR DVN IKH -1QJ R VSDUH IIKH -HZLVK SHRSIH ~ (VIKHU
ZDUQV ORUGHFKDL KDl QR RQH H[FHSINIKRVH IR ZKRP IKH NLQJ KRIGV RXH KLV JRIGHQ VFHSIIHU FRPHV IR lIKH
LQQHU FRXUI RQ RUGHUV RI GHDIIK ORUGHFKDL LQ IXUQ ZDUQV (VIKHU QRIIIR WKLQN IKDI IXVIl EHFDXVH VKH LV 1Q IKH
SDIDFH VKH ZRXIG HVFDSH IIKH IDIH RI IKH UHVIf Rl KHU QDILRQ  (VIKHU V UHDFILRQ LV IIR LQVIUXFIl ORUGHFKDL iR
JDIKHU DI IKH -HZV ZKR DUH SUHVHQII LQ 6KXVKDQ IR IDVIi IRU (VIKHU  (VIKHU ZLQHV DQG GLQHV IKH NLQJ UHYHDIV
IR KLP IIKDIl VKH LV -HZLVK DQG FRQYLQFHV KLP IR VDYH KHU SHRSIH +DPDQ LV KXQJ RQ iKH YHU\ GD\ KH GUHZ IR
GHVIUR\ IKH -HZLVK SHRSIH

6R ZKR LV PLWIQJ"

*RG 1R ZKHUH LQ IKH HQILUH QDUDILYH LV *RG QDPH PHQILRQHG + QRI'HYHQ RQFH = KDI DQ DEVXUG LGHD IRU XV
+ D -HZIVK KRIGD\ ZKRVH SULPDU\ QDUWDILYH GRHVQTI PHQILRQ *RG™ ,Q DX RIKHU KRILGD\V IKH QDUUDILYH RI lIKH
KRILGD\ PDNHV FHDU *RGfV DSSHDUDQFH DQG LQVIUXFILRQ 2Q 3DVVRYHU ZH VSHDN RI *RGfV URIH 1Q EULQJLQJ
DERXIWKH ULHGHPSILRQ IURP VIDYHU\ RQ <RP _LSSXU LI IIRP *RG ZKRP ZH VHHN IR DEVRIYH RXUVHIYHV Rl RXU
YRZV RQ 6KDYXRI WLV *RG ZKR UHYHDIV *RG{V 7RUDK DIRS Ol 6LQDL $QG WKH (VI FRXIG JR RQ IRU D) RIKHU
KRILGD\V H[FHSI 3XULP  2QN\ RQ 3XULP LV *RG{V QDPH (HIl RXIl RI \KH QDUWDILYH RI KH GD\  +RZ LV LIl KDl IKH
RQH GD\ ZKLFK PDUNV *RGfV DEVHQFH LV IKH RQH HQGXULQJ GD\ LQIR WKH PHVVIDQLF HUD™*

,Q D GLVFXVVIRQ RQ (VIKHUfV DSSURDFKLQJ IKH NLQJ WKH 7DIPXCGLF UDEEL SDEEL /HYL UHFRUGV D VLPLWDU
CLVFRPIRUI ZIIK *RGIV DEVHQFH LQ IKH VIRU\ RI' (VIKHU  ZRRNLQJ DIV IKH YHUVH IURP IIKH VFURI Rl (VIKHU 3$QG
VKH VIRRG LQ IKH LQQHU FRXUI RI IKH NLQJTV KRXVH “ KH (IDPHQIV IKDIl IR HQIHU IKH LQQHU PRVl FKDPEHWV RI DQ\
NLQJ RIKHU IKDQ *RG (HDGV IR LGR) ZRUVKLS  $QG VR KH VXSHULPSRVHV IKH LPDJH RI' (VIKHU VSHDNLQJ KH
ZRUGV RI IKH ERRN RI 3VDIPV IR *RG LQ IKDI PRPHQI u(lL (0L (DPDK DIDYIDQL O\ *RG P\ *RG ZK\ KDYH
\RX DEDQGRQHG PH"{

<HI (VIKHU ZDV QRI SDUDI\JHG E\ IKH H[SHUHQFH )URP IIKH LQQHU FRXUI RI IKH NLQJ VKH PRYHV IR VIDQG LQ
IURQH RI IKH NLQJ DQG EHDU KHU VRX) IR KLP 1Q IKH KRSH IKDIf VKH ORUGHFKDL DQG IKH HQILH ~HZLVK FRPPXQUN\
ZRXIG EH VSDUHG 6KH UHYHDIV +DPDQIV SIDQ IR IKH NLQJ DQG Li LV +DPDQ ZKRVH GHPLVH LV X0ILPDIHI\ EURXJKI
RQ IKH YHU\ GD\ KH FKRVH IR GHVIUR\ IKH ~HZLVK SHRSIH 6KH FRXIG QRI ZDUil IRU ORUGHFKDL RU DQ\ RQH HIVH IR
DFIl1Q IKH ZRUIG EXIl VKH KHUVHII KDG IR GLJ ZUWKLQ KHUVHII IR ILQG IKH FRXUDJH DQG IDUIK IR VIDQG XS DJIDIQV HYL!
DQG FU\ IRV IXVILFH LQ IKH ZRUG HYHQ NQRZLQJ IKDIl VKH FRXIG KDYH IR SD\ IKH SULFH IRU DSSURDFKIQJ IKH NLQJ LQ
KHU XQRUIKRGR[ ZD\V  $QG LQGHHG *RG VDI ZUIK KHU LQ IKRVH PRPHQIV

*RG GRHV QRIl ZDQW HDFK RI XV IR ZDL IRU RIKHUV R DFIl IR EULQJ IXVILFH QRU GRHV *RG ZDQW XV IR DVVXPH Li
FDQ EH GRQH E\ *RG DIRQH UHJDUGIHVV Rl ZKHIKHU RU QRI ZH EHILHYH IKDI *RG KDV IKH SRZHU DQG DELLIN IR GR
VR (VIKHU KHISHG EULQJ *RG LQIR IKH ZRUWG DQG IXIIL KHU GLYLQH PLVVIRQ ZKHQ VKH IIRRN IKRVH VIHSV IR
DSSURDFK WIKH NLQJ DQG IR ILJIKIl IRU KHU SHRSIH  ZINH KHU ZH IIRR KHIS PDQLIHVI *RGfV SUHVHQFH LQ IKH ZRUG
ZKHQ ZH PDNH *RG{V LPSILFUI SUHVHQFH HSILFLI LQ IKH ZD\V ZH DFIl DQG LQ IIKH IXVILFH ZH VHHN  $QG ZKHQ ZH



GR VR ZH PRYH RQH VIHS FIRVHU IR IKH IXILWPHQI RI RXU GLYLQH PLVIRQ DQG IR D ZRUIG LQ ZKLFK VDIYDILRQ LV
IUXO\ SRVVLEIH DQG SUREDEH 7KLV LV RXU PLVVLIRQ KLV LV RXU KRSH

3XUP 6DPHDFK

Rabbi Cheryl Peretz is the Associate Dean of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, where she also
received her ordination. She also holds her MBA in Marketing Management from Baruch College, and helps
bring those skills and expertise into the operational practices of rabbis and congregations throughout North
America.
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