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of kindness are the three pillars on which the world stands.  The contemporary term that Jews often use
for the same kinds of activity is tikkun olam, repairing the world, and although that is not the entirety of
Judaism, it is a core value and focus of our tradition.  Sometimes the way that I describe this aspect of
the Jewish tradition is to say that “Judaism spells responsibility with a capital R.”

Aside from parties on New Year’s Eve and parades and football games on the day itself, the one thing
that characterizes the marking of the New Year in the American tradition is New Year’s resolutions.  The
Jewish New Year celebration of Rosh Hashanah calls our attention to our relationships to other people
and to God and bids us to evaluate how we have fared in those relationships, how we can make up for
what we have done wrong, and
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