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First Days of Sukkot
October 14-15, 2019 - 15-16 Tishrei 5780

By: Rabbi Cheryl Peretz
Associate Dean

Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
American Jewish University

Sukkot: On the Heart for all Time
Torah Reading: Leviticus 22:26-23:44

Haftarah Readings: Day One: Zechariah 14:1-21; Day Two: 1 Kings 8:2-21 

A version of this message will appear in the Jewish Journal’s Table for Five Column in
October 11’s issue.

The joy and celebration of Sukkot is not limited to time or space of this world. In fact, according to the
prophet Zechariah, whose words are read as the Haftarah on the first day of the holiday, Sukkot is
the holiday that all will celebrate together in the World to Come. Zechariah was of the last biblical
prophets, who taught as the Jews were building the Second Temple and reorganizing Jewish
presence in the land of Israel.

Much of Zechariah’s prophecy speaks of the distant messianic future.  As such, Zechariah’s words
speak of great redemption when all will know and testify to the existence and oneness of God.
Zechariah predicts: “And the Lord shall be king over all the earth; in that day there shall be one Lord
with one name.”

These are the words that end the Aleinu liturgy said in every prayer service on the Jewish calendar.
In an easy to miss phrase, the same prayer says V’hasheivota el levaveicha – translated by many as
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