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Shabbat Parashat Terumah 

February 9, 2019 - 4 Adar I 5779

By: Rabbi Adam Greenwald 
Director, Miller Introduction to Judaism Program 

Lecturer in Rabbinics, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 
American Jewish University

Give and Take 
Torah Reading: Exodus 25:1 – 27:19 

Haftarah Reading: 1 Kings 5:26 – 6:13 

I learned this story from Rabbi Ed Feinstein, the greatest of rabbinic storytellers.  
 
Once upon a time, there lived a wealthy man whose greatest joy was to sleep in synagogue.
Each Shabbat he would find a comfortable place on a pew in the back, settle in, and let the
songs of thanksgiving and praise that surrounded him lull him into a deep and restful slumber.  
 
On the morning that Parshat Terumah was read from the Torah, he was drifting off just as
the hazzan chanted the line “And you shall place loaves of bread before me always” (Exodus
25:30). As sometimes happens in those murky moments halfway between sleep and
wakefulness, those words entered his ears but seemed to have come to him not from
the bimah of the synagogue, but as a heavenly voice in his dreams.   
 
When he later awoke, that command remained clear and distinct in his brain. Was it a
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