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The Israelites were not fully ready when, indeed because, God Godself came to hurry them along.
God could not, would not wait for them any longer. 
 
In addition, what of me, still unpacked to go to rabbi camp? Far more importantly, what of all of us,
waiting for the moment when we will be called again to Divine redemption? Can we possible hope to
be prepared, to have our provisions ready to go at the time they are needed? The Midrash
concludes, and I will leave you, with this note of hope: 

Could it be thus also for the future (redemption) to come? Thus, Scripture teaches: “For you
will not depart in haste, nor will you leave in flight [; For the Lord is marching before you, the
God of Israel is your rear guard]” (Isa. 52:12). 

May a new redemption, a new Exodus, come soon – and may we all be ready, and see it together in
our lifetimes.  Shabbat shalom. 

Rabbi Gail Labovitz, PhD, is Professor of Rabbinic Literature and former Chair of the Department of
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Seminary of America (JTS) and the Academy for Jewish Religion in New York. Prior to joining the faculty at
AJU, Dr. Labovitz worked as the Senior Research Analyst in Judaism for the Feminist Sexual Ethics Project
at Brandeis University, and as the Coordinator for the Jewish Womenôs Research Group, a project of the
Womenôs Studies Program at JTS. Rabbi Labovitz is also preparing a teshuva (rabbinic responsum) for
consideration by the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the Rabbinical Assembly on whether a
person who is unable to fast for medical reasons may nonetheless serve as a leader of communal prayer on
Yom Kippur.
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