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Gaining Meaning and Joy from Each Day 
Torah Reading: Genesis 44:18 - 47:27  

Haftarah Reading: Ezekiel 37:15 - 28

“Jacob answered Pharaoh: ‘The years of my sojourn [on earth] are one hundred and thirty.
Few and hard have been the years of my life, nor do they come up to the life spans of my

fathers during their sojourns.” (Genesis 47:9)

The Torah has made abundantly clear that Jacob was not exaggerating when he
describes his life as “hard.”  His troubled relationships with his father, brother, wives, and
sons have all made that description of his life undoubtedly accurate.  His own actions
caused some of that difficulty, but there is no second-guessing his claim that his life was
hard, lacking the warm and supportive family relationships that we all crave.

It is a bit ironic, then, that Jacob also complains that his life span has not reached that of
his fathers.  One would think that if his life were hard, he would not want to continue it
much longer.  The number of 130 years that he claims to have lived is clearly based on a
different mode of calculating years than we use today, but however long that was did not
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