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hopeful typological motif present in Jewish history, one of repeated exile and annihilation—even for
ancient and revered generations—but, always, eventual deliverance. In closing, Mordecai expresses
a deep yearning for redemption in his own time: “Hasten the end of salvation, wreak vengeance
upon the wicked people on behalf of your servant. For the hour has greatly lengthened for us, and
there is no end to these terrible times.” Though these stirring words may be challenging, they
powerfully demonstrate the dialectic of self-searching and hope that characterized the Jewish
response to the uncertainty and fear of prolonged insecurity. By understanding the words of Ma’oz
Tzur in their context, we can bring them into our own, engaging with them authentically and
meaningfully to explore our own deep fears and abiding hopes. 

Tamar Marvin, PhD, is a scholar of medieval Jewish intellectual history and adjunct professor at American
Jewish University and Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles. She also develops and teaches full-credit
online courses for the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York. Her research centers on the culture of the
medieval Jewish communities of Occitania (Provence) and she is particularly interested in the cultural
creativity generated by new systems of meaning – Maimonideanism and Qabbalah–that emerge from a
multiplicity of intra- and intercommunal contacts in this crossroads region, situated between Ashkenaz and
Sefarad, the Latin West and the Islamicate Mediterranean.  
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