
Jews have always been a community drawn together by virtue of Torah. No matter where you may
be, we welcome you to the Ziegler community through Today's Torah e-mail.

To view this email online, please visit: 
https://www.aju.edu/ziegler-school-rabbinic-studies/our-torah.

Shabbat Parashat Ha'azinu 
September 22, 2018 – 13 Tishrei 5779

The Ziegler School extends our best wishes to all for a meaningful
Fast and a good year!!!

By: Rabbi Gabriel Botnick 
Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

American Jewish University�

Good Things Are On The Way
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 32:1-52 
Haftarah Reading: 2 Samuel 22:1-51

,W¶V�QHDUO\�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�UHDG�3DUVKDW�+D¶D]LQX�ZLWKRXW�FRQQHFWLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�ILQDO�YHUVHV�RI�WKH
SUHFHGLQJ�SDUVKDK��9D<HLOHNK��LQ�ZKLFK�0RVKH�SDYHV�WKH�ZD\�IRU�WKH�GRRP�DQG�JORRP�WKDW�LV�WR�IROORZ�LQ�KLV
IDUHZHOO�PHVVDJH���

�
“Gather to me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their
ears, and call heaven and earth to witness against them. For I know that after my death, you will
surely become corrupted, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you. In the end,
evil will befall you...”  

�
$W�ILUVW�EOXVK��WKLV�ZDUQLQJ�LV�QRW�RQO\�WHUULI\LQJ��EXW�XWWHUO\�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ�±�DUH�ZH�WUXO\�GHVWLQHG�WR�PHHW�VXFK
WHUULEOH�HQGV"�:H�NQRZ�DOO�WRR�ZHOO�KRZ�HDV\�LW�LV�IRU�XV�WR�HUU��EXW�DUH�ZH�VR�IODZHG�WKDW�WXUQLQJ�WRZDUGV
FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�HYLO�LV�LQHYLWDEOH"�+RZ�FRXOG�WKHVH�EH�0RVKH¶V�ILQDO�ZRUGV�WR�XV�EHIRUH�SDUWLQJ�ZD\V"�:K\
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ZRXOG�WKH�7RUDK�HQG�RQ�VXFK�D�GRXU�QRWH"��
�
1HYHUWKHOHVV��GHVSLWH�DOO�WKH�GRRP�DQG�JORRP�FRQWDLQHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�HSLF�SRHP��5DPEDQ�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH
PHVVDJH�RI�+D¶D]LQX�DV�QRW�GHSUHVVLQJ��EXW�LQVSLUDWLRQDO��)RU�RQFH�0RVKH�QHDUV�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�UHEXNH��KH
FRQFOXGHV�WKH�SRHP�E\�WHOOLQJ�XV�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO��LQ�DQ�DFW�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV��GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�RXU
HQHPLHV��5DPEDQ�QRWHV�WKDW�WKLV�SURPLVH�LV�QRW�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�RXU�WDNLQJ�DQ\�JUHDW�DFWLRQV�±�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH
WR�RIIHU�DGGLWLRQDO�SUD\HUV�RU�SHUIRUP�DQ\�PLW]YRW�±�UDWKHU��*RG�ZLOO�VLPSO\�VWHS�LQ�DQG�VDYH�XV�LQ�RXU�GDUNHVW
KRXU���
�
+RZ�RIWHQ�DUH�ZH�PDGH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�WURXEOHV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�DUH�RXU�RZQ�IDXOW"�%XW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH¶YH
EHHQ�OLYLQJ�JRRG�OLYHV�DQG�GRLQJ�ZKDW¶V�ULJKW��WURXEOH�VWLOO�PDQDJHV�WR�ILQG�LWV�ZD\�LQWR�RXU�OLYHV���
�
:KDW�+D¶D]LQX�WHOOV�XV�LV�WKDW�OLIH��E\�GHILQLWLRQ��ZLOO�LQFOXGH�XSV�DQG�GRZQV��6RPHWLPHV�RXU�KLJKV�DQG�ORZV
ZLOO�EH�RXU�RZQ�GRLQJ��DQG�RWKHU�WLPHV�WKH\�ZLOO�VLPSO\�EH�UDQGRP�RFFXUUHQFHV����
�
7KH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�WR�UHPHPEHU�LV�WKDW��ZKHQ�RXU�ZRUOG�LV�GDUN�DQG�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�ZH�FDQ¶W�WDNH�DQ\�PRUH�
WKHUH¶V�DOZD\V�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�IXWXUH�UHGHPSWLRQ��:H�FDQ�±�DQG�VKRXOG�±�WDNH�VWHSV�WR�VSHHG�XS�LWV�DUULYDO�
%XW�VRPHWLPHV��WKH�RQO\�UHPDLQLQJ�RSWLRQ�LV�WR�DFFHSW�WKDW�ZH¶YH�UHDFKHG�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�DIIHFW
FKDQJH�DQG�WKDW�ZH�VLPSO\�QHHG�WR�OHW�OLIH�UXQ�LWV�FRXUVH���
�
2YHU�WKH�SDVW�VL[�ZHHNV�±�VLQFH�WKH�VWDUW�RI�(OXO�±�ZH¶YH�IRFXVHG�RXU�HIIRUWV�RQ�ILQGLQJ�ZD\V�WR�PDNH�OLIH
EHWWHU�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU��:H¶YH�VHDUFKHG�RXU�VRXOV�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG�RXU�DFWLRQV��%XW�VWLOO��LW�VRPHWLPHV�FDQ
IHHO�OLNH�ZH¶UH�VHWWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�XS�IRU�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�±�WKDW�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�VWHSV�ZH�WDNH��ZH�ZLOO�NHHS
UXQQLQJ�LQWR�WKDW�ZDOO�ZKLFK�SUHYHQWV�XV�IURP�UHDOL]LQJ�WKH�FKDQJH�ZH�VR�GHVLUH���
�
,I�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�\RX¶YH�GRQH�DOO�\RX�FDQ�DQG�\RX�FDQ¶W�SRVVLEOH�WKLQN�RI�DQRWKHU�ZD\�IRUZDUG��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR
FRQVLGHU�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�+D¶D]LQX��VWD\�IRFXVHG�RQ�GRLQJ�JRRG�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�\RXU�IDLWK�DQG�SDWLHQFH��DQG
HYHQWXDOO\�*RG�ZLOO�EOHVV�\RX�ZLWK�\RXU�GHOLYHUDQFH�IURP�GDUNQHVV���
�
6KDEEDW�6KDORP�

Rabbi Gabriel Botnick��is the rabbi of Mishkon Tephilo in Venice, California. A 2014 graduate of the Ziegler
School of Rabbinic Studies, he now serves on the school’s faculty, teaching Halakhah (Jewish law) in
various capacities. He is also a Mohel (performs Brit Milah, ritual circumcision) and is the only non-Orthodox
rabbi in the world certified by the Israeli Rabbinate as a Shochet uBodek, enabling him to perform Kosher
slaughter on both small and large animals.

Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
American Jewish University
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