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Today, I am a Man!
Torah Reading: Numbers 4:21 - 7:89 
Haftarah Reading: Judges 13:2 - 25

All of five feet tall in his stiff new suit and shiny shoes, he can barely be seen over the bima. In a cracking
adolescent voice, he announces, “Today I am Bar Mitzvah. Today I am a man!” Yes, you are. But what do
you know about being a man? A Jewish man? What can we tell you?  
 
His Haftorah describes the miraculous birth of Samson. Born a nazir, a holy ascetic, and blessed with
superhuman strength and a voracious id, Samson’s life is the diametric opposite of the Torah’s ideal of
righteousness. Impulsive, undisciplined, unreflective, violent, lustful, vengeful and vain, Samson is
testosterone personified. He is entirely sex and violence, shamelessly pursuing his lust for women,
murdering mercilessly to settle personal scores, until he is finally seduced and betrayed by the sultry Delilah
whose wiles he cannot resist.   
 
Hollywood loves this character. In 1949, Cecile B. DeMille won five Oscars for “Samson and
Delilah,” starring Victor Mature and Hedy Lamarr. In 1996, there was a remake for TV with Elizabeth Hurley,
an Australian version in 2009 with yet another big screen remake just this year. Hollywood loves Samson
because Hollywood loves testosterone. To date, we’ve enjoyed eight “Fast and Furious” films, twenty
episodes of Marvel Comics “Avengers” (Iron Man, Hulk, Thor, Captain America, et al), twenty-one DC
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